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In the field of ancient Korean history in 2003 we gained participation from the study of
wooden strips and the study of Japanese and Korean languages, and more so than in
past years there occurred active debate.

First, Yoshii Hideo, from the two indices of, first, tomb mounds and the construction
order of burial installations and of, second, the structure and function of coffins, pointed
to the continuity of the geographic area of various groups that appear in written
documents, and of groups that do not match others and that were constricted primarily
by geographical conditions. Further, the phenomenon of the spread in the second half of
the sixth century of horizontal shaft stone chamber tombs and the disappearance of the
regional nature of the previous burial system is seen as the reflection of a new group
integration consciousness in the Korean peninsula. (1)

Next, regarding Silla history, Hirakawa Minami indicated that the great majority of the
wooden strips at the Songsan mountain fortress were tags for tribute goods and inferred
that this showed the adjustment of a burden system based upon registers in mid-sixth
century Silla. (2) In the future, in studying wooden strips excavated in the Korean
peninsula, Hirakawa's research methodology of taking note of the shape of the wooden
strips and the style of the inscription, and comparing them to similar sources in ancient
East Asia should be continued.

Takeda Yukio organized and examined the various views of the Pongp'yongbi stele. He
considers the Pongp'yongbi to be a “ kyosa stele” that the “group of fourteen men,” who
were of the central section of the Silla ruling class , based upon two earlier

“ kyosa stelae” and that delivered the order to carry out the “ noin law” in “Nammiji-
ch'on,” which belonged to “Kobolmora,” near today's Ulchin, where the stele was
erected. Further, he forwards the possibility that “Kobolmora” was one of the fifty-two
military bases of a specific characteristic and that it reiterated the interests and military
actions of Silla in the area along the eastern seaboard of the Korean peninsula extending
back to before the early sixth century. (3) This article, as evidenced by the author's
unpublished papers listed in the endnotes that include the names of stelae, was written
amid a larger plan to survey the “ Kyosa stelae” from the middle-ancient period in Silla.
I look forward to these future publications.

Kimura Makoto again took up the interrelation of Silla's foreign crisis and the Pidam
rebellion in the mid-seventh century. He suggests that the international opportunity
that was the composite military and diplomatic crisis that began after 624 shifted to
domestic politics with the appointment of Pidam, who sought the support of the young



king, who held anti-Tang China views, to sangdaediing . On the other hand, this
triggered the actions of Kim Ch'unch'u and Kim Yusin, who were constrained by the
regard in Silla of King Chinp'ydng's line, which was of hallowed-bone rank, as being
sacred, this being an internal condition unique to Silla at that time. (4) Kimura's point is
also important with regard to the widely debated features of the hallowed-bone rank.

Kobayashi Masanori showed that in the 105 extant lines of the P'anbi yangnon (held at
Otani University), written by Wonhyo and speculated to have been brought to Japan by
Shinjo, who studied in Silla, are Silla vocabulary and marks written into the text in
twenty-three places. He noted the similarity between those handwritten notations and
handwritten additions in Japanese manuscript sutras of the Nara period and the early
Heian period, and that the method in Silla of reading aloud in the Silla language texts
that were written in Chinese had great influence in Japan . (5) I look forward to
clarification of features of Silla Hwaom studies that crossed the categories of the
political communities called “Silla” and “ Japan ” and the influences that study brought
to both political communities.

Regarding Paekche history, Yi Mungi outlined changes in the Paekche inner court
system in the process of separating the Paekche king's power from aristocratic power.
That is, he considers the origin of that growth of aristocratic power to have been in the
Paekche ruler's appointment of inner court officials based upon the investiture from
China during King Chonji's reign. During the reign of King Tongsong, the inner court
system was newly composed centered on the Chon Naebusystem which made

the Naedu the highest official. During King Song's reign this inner court system was
completed as a twelve-department system. During King Mu's reign, together with the
policy of strengthening royal power the Nae Chwap 'yong official came to command
the Chon Naebu and below in the inner court. (6)

Pak Sunbal, a leader in the South Korean archaeology world, has expanded his doctoral
dissertation. Concerning the founding of the Paekche state, he forwards the three
indices of the establishment and distribution of specific pottery styles, large tomb
mound graves, and fortresses as archaeological sources reflecting state foundation. He
considers that period to have been from the mid-third century to sometime in the
second half of the third century because of the matching of the formation of the
Mongch'on form of pottery styles that are representative of black-colored grinding tools,
the disappearance from the Han River area of stepped-pyramid type stone-piled tombs
and earth-pit tombs with surrounding trenches, the appearance in Seoul of large-scale
wood coffin earth-mounded tombs such as the earthen tomb clusters in S6kch'on-dong
and Kanak-dong, and the emergence of the Mongch'on earthen fortress and the
P'ungnap earthen fortress, which bore state functions, as royal fortresses. (7)

Chong Chaeyong suggests that among the Paekche non-standard Chinese characters are
many that resemble Koguryo non-standard Chinese characters and that the sentence-
ending final particles “ @i ” and “ kwi ” also were used in Koguryo and Silla. He urges
caution toward idu sentences from the early Paekche period. Also, regarding some of the
artifacts produced from gold that heretofore have been categorized as iron arrowheads,
he offers the possibility that those are iron brushes. (8) Kim Yonguk recognized a



Chinese character in the last line of the epitaph for King Muryong, one which had not
yet been identified, as “ in .” Also, combined with the “ kayo wooden strip” excavated at
Niingsan-ni, he abstracts from these two texts the Buddhist-style reincarnation thought
in Paekche from the early sixth century on. (9)

In Parhae history, Furuhata Toru reviews scholarship in Japan on Parhae history, which
has attempted to free ancient history from the “nation-state” frame while conscious of
Parhae history research as a distinctive modern topic. (10) In another publication,
Furuhata, in discussing the actual image of Parhae's leader, reiterates the importance of
clarifying the characteristics of each document. In addition, he shows that the Japanese
court placed the leaders of the Parhae embassies at the same court rank and in the same
class and presented them with return gifts, and indicates the direction of interpretations
of the Parhae entry in the Ruiju kokushi . (11) Akabame Masayoshi has shown that the
drafting and the issuance of the imperial letter that is the topic of his article occurred in
the second month of 843. In addition, from text within the imperial letter, he considers
the power center in Parhae to have been composed of the king's closest relatives, and the
ministers [K. changsa ] (the top official in each of the three ministries) and the lower-
ranking bureaucrats [K. p'yongjangsa ] (lower-ranking officials in ministries other than
the Chongdangsong), that is, the chaesang class of officials, and he identifies Tae
Konhwang as one of the ministers. (12) If one were to borrow the words of Furuhata,
clarifying the characteristics of the “Yu Bohai-wang Da Yizhen [Tae Ijin] shu” imperial
letter is an urgent topic.

Li Miza, without consulting the Xin Tang shu , believes that the Funie, Yuexi, Tieli, and
other groups among the Malgals were placed after the fall of Koguryo under the
jurisdiction of the Tang government's Andong Protectorate. She then dates the origins of
Parhae's possession of the Liaodong area to the period from 713 to 742, when Parhae
integrated those Malgal groups, and suggests that Parhae lost control before 924 due to
a Khitan attack. (13)

Regarding earthen fortresses, Yamada Takafumi believes that the construction of Silla's
Kiimgyong secondary capital, which was based upon a square plan of nine boeast-west
by eight bo south-north with the estimated approximately thirty meters of the south-
north great road between Anapchi and the ruins of Hwangyongsa and S6byonsa as the
axis, was completed to some extent by 679, and that Kimgyong was enlarged twice, in
the first half of the 690s and at the beginning of the eighth century.

« Oda Fujio places Japanese ancient cities into the two genealogies of Chinese-

line earthen fortresses and Paekche-line earthen fortresses depending upon whether
there was or there was not a system for measuring units of space in a grid. (15)

Goto Kazutami, Hattori Keishi, Goto Yoshio, and Miyatsuka Yoshito reported that they
had produced, using GPS and satellite images, a survey of Koguryo mountain fortresses
that had a horizontal margin of error of four-five meters and a vertical margin of error of
one meter. Almost all of the Chinese and Korean written documents have been



digitalized. (16) In addition to these, new and valuable sources based upon the primary
digital sources and their production methods have been demonstrated.
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