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Although there were not many specialist publications on Korean ancient history in 
2006, there were numerous related articles, especially on archaeology. Several books 
also appeared. 

Solid studies of wooden strips, inscriptions in metal, paper documents, and other 
primary sources were conducted. Among these, the study of wooden strips has entered a 
new stage. First, in South Korea too several symposia were held, and the establishment 
of the Hanguk Mokkan Hakhoe is to be celebrated. Further, the basic source that 
is Hanguk ŭi kodae mokkan , edited and published by the Changwon National Research 
Institute of Cultural Heritage (Kungnip Ch'angwŏn Munhwajae Yŏnguso), has been 
revised and published again, and high resolution digital photographs of the Sŏngsan 
fortress wooden strips have been placed on the Institute's homepage. I hope that such 
sharing of information will develop further in the future. 

The study of wooden strips has been advancing widely within the perspective of East 
Asian history. Yi Sŏngsi suggests based upon stelae texts and wooden strips that Silla 
already had institutionalized the governance of people through its distinct writing 
culture from the first years of the sixth century, and that the systemization of 
administration had been influenced by Koguryŏ. (1) Hirakawa Minami considers the 
phallus-shaped wooden strips excavated at Nŭngsan-ni, Puyŏ, to have been displayed 
near the east gate of Nasŏng for the purpose of purifying and protecting the Paekche 
royal capital. Moreover, he believes that these religious ceremonies were transmitted to 
ancient Japan and today are part of the Dōsojin, or the guardians of the roads, faith. (2) 
Mikami Yoshitaka points to similarities in the style of calligraphy and the use of Chinese 
characters in wooden strips found in Japan and in South Korea . In particular, he argues 
that such trends are strong in wooden strips that have been found outside the capitals. 
(3) In another article Mikami suggests that this influence upon ancient Japan 's writing 
culture came primarily from Paekche. (4) Fukatsu Yukinori focuses on the styles of 
calligraphy on each excavated text bearing writing, and argues that the styles of 
calligraphy were related to the purposes for which the writing was used. (5) In this way, 
writing cultures in the Korean peninsula and aspects of their transmission to the 
Japanese archipelago are becoming gradually clearer through studies of wooden strips. 
In the future, building upon such research results, furthering the re-examination of 
inscriptions in metal and paper sources will be necessary. 

Regarding Silla history are articles by Kimura Makoto, Hirasawa Kanako, and Kondō 
Kōichi. Kimura pursues the meaning of each Chinese character written in the section 



titles in the Silla village document, and he clarifies facts written in that document. He 
argues that each section title in this document was written for the purpose of collecting 
physical labor and land taxes, and the Silla state administered villages through such 
means. (6) Hirasawa believes that Silla's embassy to Japan in 779, its last official 
dispatch to that country, had features of a tribute embassy because Kim Yangsang 
sought to improve diplomatic relations with Japan in order to break the instability in 
domestic politics. (7) Kondō sees the royal territory thought in Ch'oe Ch'iwŏn's Sasan 
pimyŏng as a political thought adopted in order to reconstruct the state rule that had 
weakened in the late Silla period. (8) 

On Koguryŏ history are publications by Sŏ Kŏnsin, Furuhata Tōru, O Kirhwan, Hamada 
Kōsaku, and Monta Seiichi. There was much research on the King Kwanggaet'o stele, 
and Sŏ Kŏnsin, through an examination of newly discovered sources in China , discusses 
the production and circulation of the Haraishi rubbing by focusing upon detailed 
particulars of its production. Combining the examination of new sources and his 
analysis of the Haraishi rubbing, he offers a new chronology of the lime rubbings. (9) 
Regarding the King Kwanggaet'o stele text, Furuhata speculates that deeply reflected in 
the text is the foreign policy strategy established by King Changsu and that the stele text 
was written with an eye toward Koguryŏ people and the envoys of neighboring states of 
that time. (10) O educes a pattern in the activities of King Kwanggaet'o as seen in the 
stele text in which if King Kwanggaet'o departs for the front, his return to the royal 
capital is specified. He speculates that the king was away from the capital for nine years 
and during that time made P'yŏngyang his base of activity. (11) In another publication O 
believes that the requisition of guards from areas that had been newly absorbed into 
Koguryŏ territory by King Kwanggaet'o to protect royal family tombs extended also to 
the southern area of Paekche south of Hansŏng. (12) Hamada outlines the reign of King 
Changsu, who succeeded to the throne after King Kwanggaet'o. He believes that King 
Changsu implemented the requisitioning of guards for the royal family tombs and 
moved the capital to P'yŏngyang in order to govern Koguryŏ's greatly expanded territory 
in the Korean peninsula, and also writes that the monarch conducted foreign policy 
using a Koguryŏ reign name and other procedures for protecting the country's 
autonomy. (13) Monta discusses wall paintings in which horses clad in armor are 
depicted. In some cases the entombed man is the leader of the retinue accompanied by 
horses clad in armor, and in other cases the entombed man is riding a horse clad in 
armor. Monta suggests that these individuals were in a class-like hierarchical 
relationship. (14) 

On Paekche history are publications by Kameda Shūichi, Tanaka Toshiaki, Nishimoto 
Masahiro, and Yoshii Hideo. Kameda treats changes in Paekche roof tiles from the 
Hansŏng period to after Paekche's collapse. Further, he believes that in the transmission 
of roof tiles to the Japanese archipelago not only the states of Paekche and Japan but 
also local elite families at various levels of society in Japan were involved. (15) 
Regarding genealogies of which there are many for the Ungjin period, Tanaka focuses 
his attention on the unexpected succession of King Munju. He reproduces the political 
process through a reexamination of related sources. (16) Nishimoto argues that the 
information in the Nihon shoki regarding the “great disturbance in Paekche” during the 
reign of Kōgyoku was false information provided by Paekche and that P'ungjang though 



a royal prince was not the heir to the throne and that his position in the order of 
succession was low. (17) Yoshii clarifies the changes in the culture of the central political 
powers in Paekche and the process by which those changes were received by various 
groups in peripheral areas. He believes that this culture came to be shared throughout 
Paekche after the late sixth century. (18) 

On Parhae history are publications by Kawakami Hiroshi and Cho Pyŏngsun. Kawakami 
believes that the view of the Yilou, the Wuji, and the Malgal as being descendants of the 
Sushen was not related to the actual conditions of ethnic groups, but rather was 
manufactured due to Chinese government demands. Even if Parhae made known its 
relationship with the Sushen, it was not for domestic purposes and rather took notice of 
Parhae's relations with Tang China . (19) Regarding the location of Namgyŏng Namhae-
bu, Cho suggests that Namgyŏng Namhae-bu was Hamhŭng from such geographic 
factors as, first, that T'oho-p'o, a place name seen in the Shoku Nihongi , is an error for 
T'oryŏng-p'o, which is the same place as Toryŏn-p'o, which is found in later historical 
texts, and, second, that honp'o was presented as a local gift. (20) 

On the history of Japanese-Korean relations are publications by Azuma Ushio, Takata 
Kanta, and Suzuki Hideo. Azuma adds several new papers to already published research 
in his book Wa to Kaya no kokusai kankyō . While founding the research in document 
sources he treats interaction from the first century to the sixth century. (21) Takata 
indicates that the Wa foreign policy of Tae Kaya and of Silla was undertaken with 
strategic intentions and that, on the other hand, local society became the main actors on 
the Japanese archipelago side and those relations were conducted through wide-ranging 
networks. (22) Regarding the meaning of “Imna Nihon-fu,” Suzuki traced and examined 
the term's usage in the Nihon shoki . He believes that “ fu ” did not mean an 
organization of officials such as a military administration office, rather it was used to 
mean “subjects,” and that it could only mean officials who served the king of Wa. (23) 

Lastly, regarding historiography, Inoue Naoki believes that Mansenshi consistently had 
a close connection with the advance into the continent and greatly emphasized the 
history of Koguryŏ. (24) Yoshii Hideo organized the documents of the investigations of 
ancient remains conducted by the Government-General of Chōsen and, further, clarified 
the activities of amateur archaeologists during the colonial period. (25) The symposium 
report “Colonialism and ‘Korean Culture'” ( Koroniarizumu to ‘Chōsen bunka' ), edited 
by the Waseda University Institute for Korean Studies ( Waseda Daigaku Chōsen Bunka 
Kenkyūjo ), clarifies colonialistic features of the Government-General of Chōsen's 
archaeological investigations and museum policies, and how these were advanced 
through relationships with Korean society. (26) Through such examinations self-
reflection on where the study of Korean ancient history stands is indispensable for 
drawing a new image of ancient history. 
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Translated by Kenneth R. Robinson 

( Shigaku zasshi vol. 116 no. 5 (2007:5), 246-249. Translated and uploaded with the 
permission of the Shigakkai.) 

	
  


